SO                         HISTORY OF SPAIN.                        [B.C.

the place of Carthagena as the capital of the entire Province,
was also reserved for the direct rule of Augustus. Baetica, the
peaceful, was administered by a resident Proconsul. The Im-
perial Provinces were committed to a legatits Augustipro Prcelore.1
Shortly after this new division of the Roman dominions
(B.C. 27), and his own assumption of the Imperial title, Augustus
determined to visit the important Spanish provinces of his
Empire. The Temple of Janus had been closed at Rome; but
Roman troops were still vainly engaged in the never-ending
struggle in Cantabria. Augustus, the undisputed master of a
peaceful world, was not yet master of the Spanish Asturias,
nor was he as immediately successful as he had expected on his
arrival in the country; and after a fruitless march through the
wild regions of north-west Spain, he retired to Tarraco, leaving
to his lieutenant, Marcus Agrippa, the duty of receiving the
formal, but scarcely substantial submission of the Asturian and
Cantabrian mountaineers, "the last to submit to the arms of
Rome, and the first to throw off the yoke of the Arabs ".2

North-west Spain, indeed, was in the end rather overcome
than subdued; but as long as the natives yielded nominal
obedience to the Romans, they were permitted to enjoy their
freedom, if not their independence. If Augustus failed to
conquer the Asturians, he spent two fruitful years (27-25) in
Spain, devoted to the more peaceful objects of reforming the
manifold abuses of the Imperial administration, and consolidating
Roman power in the Peninsula. Yet nothing was left undone
by the Emperor to ensure the continued subjection of the
turbulent mountain tribes of Cantabria, and the safety of their
more peaceful neighbours in the plains.

Three legions were permanently stationed on the north-
west frontier; two legions in the Asturias, with military head-
9uarters  at Asturica Augusta (Astorga) and Bracara Augusta
Braga), and one legion for Cantabria and the modern Province
of Leon, with headquarters at Pisoraca, now Herrera, between
Santander and Palencia; and a military road was constructed
from one town to another, along the entire frontier.    So com-
plete and so successful were these timely precautions that, with

1 Similarly in British Imperial India, the old and well settled Presidencies are
somewhat differently arid more constitutionally governed than the Non-Regulation
Provinces lying on the frontier. The Governor of Bombay and Madras are often
styled Proconsuls; the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab is a noble modern
Propraetor.

2"Te Cantaber non ante domabilis," Horace, Carm., ivM 4. Cf. Gibbon,
chapter i.; Livy, xxviii., c. 12.